
Vieux Carré Commission Ratings 
 
[N.B: Until the VCC updated its evaluations in 1987-88, stripes were used to indicate that  

 
a building’s rating was in limbo pending physical improvements, and these are the 
ratings that appear on the VCS color-coded evaluation maps for individual squares. For 
example, a rating of ‘Yellow with green stripes’ meant that a particular yellow-rated 
building had the potential to be upgraded to green if it were properly restored. It was 
decided that the stripes were both visually and intellectually confusing, and after 1988 
the rating ‘Pink’ replaced striped colors.] 
 
 
********************************************************************** 
 
Historic District Landmarks Commission (HDLC) Building Ratings Guide 

[N.B: The six HDLC rating categories given below, which correspond to those of the 
HDLC map found on the French Quarter Map Resources page, were in place for many 
years.  

In the 2011 version of the HDLC pages on the City of New Orleans’ website, found 
in “Introduction” PDF) they are collapsed into three categories: 
  
SIGNIFICANT (Purple, Blue)  
CONTRIBUTING (Green, Red, Gold)  
NON-CONTRIBUTING (Grey/Black)] 

 
Purple: Buildings of National Importance. 
These nationally important buildings include important works by architects having a 
national reputation, buildings or groups of buildings designated as National Historic 
Landmarks by the National Park Service, or unique examples illustrating American 
architectural development. In addition to the architectural significance of the buildings in 
this classification, they may be associated with historical events or persons that have 

Rating Description 

Purple Of National Architectural or Historical Importance. 

Blue Of Major Architectural or Historical Importance. 

Green Of Local Architectural or Historical Importance. 

Pink 
Of Local or Major Architectural or Historical Importance That Has Been 
Detrimentally Altered (but, if properly restored, could be upgraded to 
Blue or Green).  

Yellow Contributes to the Character of the District. 

Orange Unrated 20th Century Construction 

Brown Objectionable or of no Architectural or Historical Importance. 

http://www.nola.gov/RESIDENTS/Vieux-Carre-Commission/Operations/Architectural-and-Historical-Ratings/
http://www.nola.gov/RESIDENTS/HDLC/Guidelines/Guidelines/


national importance. It is of the utmost importance that these buildings be preserved, be 
properly maintained, and when needed be carefully restored.  
                   
 
Blue: Buildings of Major Architectural Importance. 
Buildings in this classification include outstanding examples of works by notable 
architects or builders; unique or exceptionally fine examples of a particular style or 
period when original details remain; buildings which make up an important, intact 
grouping or row, even when some of the buildings within the group have been defaced; 
and noteworthy examples of construction techniques when the original fabric of the 
building is basically intact. All buildings included in this category should be preserved, be 
protected from unsympathetic modifications, and have original facade treatments 
properly restored when possible. 
                   
Green: Buildings of Architectural or Historical Importance. 
This category includes buildings that are typical examples of architectural styles 
or types found in New Orleans, when the building retains its original architectural details 
and makes a notable contribution to the over-all character of a particular area of the City. 
In some cases, buildings of lesser architectural importance will be included in this 
category if they introduce an important keynote to an area or have specific historical 
significance related to either an historical event or person. It is important that buildings 
covered by this classification be preserved and when feasible, restored as closely as 
possible to their original appearance. 
                   
Red: Important Buildings that have been Altered. [V.C.C. equivalent: Pink] 
This category includes important buildings that have had much of their exterior 
architectural details removed or covered. Due to their scale and basic construction, 
however, these buildings still make a notable contribution to the overall character of an 
area. If a building in this classification were to be properly restored or renovated, the 
rating would automatically be raised. Though placed in a lower category, the significance 
of these buildings should not be overlooked or minimized. 
                   
Gold: Buildings that Contribute to the Scene. [V.C.C. equivalent: Yellow] 
These buildings generally date from the late nineteenth century or twentieth century and 
are typical examples of an architectural period or style. Though these buildings are of 
lesser stylistic importance, and are frequently quite modest in appearance, they are 
important to the character of the area due to scale, materials, and/or increasing age. If a  
particular section is to retain its present character, it is important that examples of 
buildings in this classification be preserved as closely as possible to their original form 
and character. If the character of an area is to be changed, a selected number of these 
buildings might be worthy candidates for preservation. 
                   
Grey or Black: Unrated Buildings. [V.C.C. equivalent: Orange/Brown/No rating] 
Buildings that have not been given a specific architectural rating are generally twentieth 
century structures that have no real architectural value. Although some of these 
buildings have a detrimental impact on the area in which they are located, others are 
sympathetic to adjoining buildings due to their texture, proportions and massing.  


