
Navigating the WRC OPAC:  
A Guide for Educators and Students  

 
 

The OPAC (online public access catalog) at the Williams Research Center is the gateway to THNOC’s 
archival collections. It’s similar to a library catalog, but it includes more than just books and can provide more 
detailed information about items. This guide is meant to help researchers navigate the new version of our catalog 
and point out things that will be most useful to educators and students.  
 

Whether you plan to visit the WRC in person or conduct your research online, the OPAC is the best place 
to begin. Navigate to http://hnoc.minisisinc.com/THNOC/index.htm, where you can search or browse.   
 
Searching is best if you already know something specific about what you want to find - a date range, author/maker, 
or any other detail.  
To search, you can... 

○ type a name, place, event, or any other term into the search bar. 
○ click on Advanced Search to see more options:  

○ search by creator or author  
○ search by ID number 
○ search by subject 

 
Browsing is best if you aren’t sure what you’re looking for or only have a general topic in mind.  
To browse, you can... 

○ look through the Collection Themes on the left toolbar. 
○ These categories expand, so you can keep your results broad or narrow them down to something 

more specific. 
○ select one of the Collection Types represented by images in the center of the page. 

○ You can also enter a keyword in the search bar, then click on a collection type to do a combination 
search.  

 
After you search or browse the catalog, you’ll get a list of results, which could be a few items or a few thousand 
items. If you want to narrow your results, you can do any one or combination of the following:  

○ Check the box “only show objects with images”.  
○ This will eliminate results that don’t have digital images attached to them.  

○ Use the menus on the left toolbar to pick more specific collection types and/or themes, object names, etc.  
○ Select a date range from the menu on the left toolbar. 

 
 
Questions? Ask us! 
Rachel Gaudry, Education Coordinator - RachelG@hnoc.org / (504) 556-7669 
Kendric Perkins, Education Specialist - KendricP@hnoc.org / (504) 556-7690 
Jenny Schwartzberg, Curator of Education - JenniferS@hnoc.org / (504) 556-7661 
 

http://hnoc.minisisinc.com/THNOC/index.htm


 
When you click on an item, you’ll see its catalog page. Below, you can see an example of a catalog page and 
information about some of the useful things you can find there.  
 

Title: This will be located at the top of the catalog page and under the title section. It’s a useful way to refer to an 
item when citing it or talking to WRC staff.  
ID Number: Each THNOC item has a unique ID number that helps staff and researchers easily find it again.  

Label Text: If the item has been in an exhibition, its label will be shown in this section. You’ll also see 
information about the exhibition.  
Subjects: These clickable categories allow you to browse through related items.   

Permalink: This is a stable link to get back to the item’s catalog page.  


