
Background Information 
Grade-level: 10-12 

Subject Area: Health Science I 

Topic: Infectious Disease: Yellow Fever in New Orleans 

This will be an activity within the unit of study on infectious diseases taking one to two 
90 minute blocks to complete depending on the length of discussions. 

 
Common Core Standards 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.2: Determine the central ideas or information of a 
primary or secondary source; provide an accurate summary of the source distinct from 
prior knowledge or opinions. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.4: Determine the meaning of words and phrases as 
they are used in a text, including vocabulary specific to domains related to history/social 
studies. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.9-10.1: Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis 
of primary and secondary sources, attending to such features as the date and origin of the 
information. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.9-10.2: Determine the central ideas or information of a 
primary or secondary source; provide an accurate summary of how key events or ideas 
develop over the course of the text. 
 
Louisiana Social Studies Grade-Level Expectations 
6.1.1, 7.1.1, 8.1.1, US 1.1: Produce clear and coherent writing for a range of tasks, 
purposes, and audiences. 
6.1.3: Analyze information in primary and secondary sources to address document-based 
questions. 
 
Essential Questions  
1. What can we learn about outbreaks of yellow fever in New Orleans from primary 
sources?  
2. How can we verify memories and recollections from oral histories?  
 

Learning Objectives  

1. Describe yellow fever in New Orleans during the 19th century.  

2. Discuss the impact of yellow fever on residents of New Orleans.  

3. Discuss the impact of images to relay messages about yellow fever. 
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Activity Assessment  

1. Observation 

2. Worksheet completion 

3. Class Discussion 

 

Materials  

1. Rose West Hastings Oral History & Transcript, The Historic New Orleans Collection, 
MSS 772.6 

2. Yellow Fever – Obituary, The Historic New Orleans Collection, 1974.25.11.160 

3. First Aid Advice, Rules to be observed in Yellow Fever, The Historic New Orleans 
Collection, 1974.25.11.158 

4. Educational Points Concerning Yellow Fever by Edmond Souchon, The Historic New 
Orleans Collection, 69-185-LP.8 

5. Howard Association Faithful Service Award, The Historic New Orleans Collection, 
1978.51.3 a,b 

6. Member of Howard Society treating a yellow fever victim, The Historic New Orleans 
Collection, 1974.25.11.128 

7. Elegy for the Old South (No. 2), The Historic New Orleans Collection, 1981.247.2.57 

8. Yellow Fever, The Historic New Orleans Collection, 1956.21.26 a 

9. Yellow Fever Fantasia (Vision). Love Against the Fever. A Tragic Drama of the 
Fever., The Historic New Orleans Collection, 1981.247.1.599

 
Procedures 
1. Divide the students into four small groups. Distribute Handout #1 (Excerpts from Rose 
West Hastings Oral History) and Image #1 (Yellow Fever – Obituary). Share-read the 
text within each group. Instruct each group to develop at least two questions and two 
important facts from their readings of the oral history and/or the obituary and write them 
on large post-it notes around classroom. 

2. Distribute Handout #2 (Educational Points Concerning Yellow Fever) and the 
Educational Points Worksheet. Read over the first nine educational points with students 
and clarify murky points. Have students in their groups read through the rest of the 28 
points and complete the worksheet. Each group will write any confusing points or 
questions for further research on post-it notes. 
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3. Distribute First Aid Advice article and worksheet to small groups . Read over the 
Sanitary Treatment of the Sick Room with students then have students read Sanitary 
Treatment of Neighborhoods and Treatment of Patient in small groups. Have students 
complete the “First Aid Advice, Rules to be Observed in Yellow Fever” worksheet 
individually or in small groups. Write any confusing points or questions for further 
research on post-it notes. 
4. Distribute the Yellow Fever Images worksheet and one image (the Howard Society 
Medal/image will have 2 images) to each group for analysis. Read over the introductory 
paragraphs with students. 
5. Have students complete the yellow fever images worksheet individually or in small 
groups. Share out with other groups what they discovered in the images. Write any 
confusing points or questions for further research on post-it notes. 
6. Review each post-it note with students to check for understanding. Have students use 
Internet to verify/clarify. 
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Handout #1 
Excerpts from Rose West Hastings Oral History, The Historic New Orleans 
Collection, MS772.6 

 

RWH: Now, continuing our little conversation about things of family interest. They’re 
really trivial to anybody else, but I think within the family they have some interest. 
There were two conditions down in New Orleans that caused the greatest fear, and they 
were real and well grounded, those fears. One was high water and the other was yellow 
fever. And of course the volume of waters was apt to go over its banks anytime in the 
spring, and it did. But New Orleans’s great concern was that the banks would not be 
broken near or within the city limits, because that would be too disastrous to even 
contemplate. And besides you know, if the river was allowed to go on a rampage and 
break over its levees wherever it wanted to, it would cut a fresh channel for itself and 
New Orleans would have been left high and dry, no longer a seaport. All of that has 
come under control now, and there’s no real fear connected with the river. They have 
spillways and those are used in times of very great danger.  

RWH: Now that other dread that we lived with in the summertime was the outbreak of 
yellow fever, and that was horrible. The Journal of the Plague Year gives us a written 
account of how things might be in an epidemic of any kind. I was, I don’t know how 
old I was, it was in 1897, I came down with yellow fever. And what happened when a 
household was stricken in that way, it was put under quarantine with the guards at our 
front door, our front gate because of the high six foot fence around the square of 
ground in which the house was situated, and on the side street where the driveway 
came out, there was also a guard stationed so that there was no way for anyone to get 
in or out. They just sat there all day and all night. And a yellow flag was tacked up on 
the gate post so that everybody was warned.  

AHM: [asks a question off-mic]  

RWH: What kind of a guard? Well that was a city function. The Board of Health saw 
to it, you see, that the contagion should not be carried, and here were the darling little 
mosquitoes flitting back and forth, guards notwithstanding, but then they didn’t know, 
you see? Who was it? Walter Reed, of course, was starting not too much later than 
that, and maybe had been doing his experiments at that time, but he hadn’t absolutely 
demonstrated. He used himself as a test for it, and absolutely proved that there was this 
one type, I think they called it the Stegomyia Fasciaia or something at the time [Note: 
It is now known as the Aedes aegypti mosquito] that carried the germ of yellow fever 
having bitten someone who had the germ in his blood. So I came down with it and then 
later my brother came down with it, and here were the guards at the front door, and the 
back door. And only the doctor could come in and go out. There were not telephones in 
those days. At least we didn’t have one. They were a rarity. But if one had to get drugs, 
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I think one of the guards would go to the drugstore for it, and for provisions, one of the 
guards would have to go. Grandfather was a guard that summer, and Caroline our 
German housekeeper was in the house, and she was quarantined. Joel our yard man 
was also quarantined, and Sam Bell the driver couldn’t get loose either. I sometimes 
wonder if, in the dead of night they didn’t scale the fence on the opposite side of the 
square and get their freedom. What little difference it made. Well, anyway, I don’t 
know how sick I was, or how sick my brother was. Yellow fever was nothing to play 
with. It was a very dangerous and a very quick killer. Seems that Grandmother Brice 
had had a great deal of experience nursing yellow fever, and I was told, not by her 
because she admitted very little, talked about herself very little, but her friend said to 
me, “Do you know how I met your grandmother?” She said, “It was during one of the 
yellow fever epidemics and your grandmother came to our house to give us nursing 
care and administer our medicines, and she had organized a nursing service among the 
ladies who were experienced, who had escaped the disease and were experienced in 
nursing it.” Well, anyway, here were Willie and I down with the yellow fever and 
nothing very much to do, apparently not aware of too much because I think we were 
[inaudible interruption from off mic] Yes a very high fever goes with it. The guards 
would entertain us by sending in carved vegetables [laughs]. I remember the beautiful 
white turnips that were carved to look like camellias. It was delightful. I don’t 
remember much about it except that I came out successfully. I don’t even know how 
long I was sick. But anyway, Grandmother did her usual good job of bringing us 
through what was a very deadly peril, but the death rate in the city was high. And I 
think the epidemic of ‘97 was the last of the great epidemics. But there would be 
meetings in our houses in the summertime whenever there was a yellow fever scare, 
because people immediately clogged the railways. They ran away like frightened birds 
from this thing. And I remember one meeting that was held at our house, and our uncle 
Dudley Coleman was there. They were planning strategy and so on. And I remember 
Uncle Dudley saying, “I don’t think this is yellow fever at all. I don’t think we have 
anything to dread.” He said, “If you’d like my opinion, I think it’s the white feather 
fever.” I remember the term, but at the moment I didn’t understand what he was 
talking about. It was just another scare. So that’s about all the account I can give you 
of yellow fever.  

Editor’s Genealogical Notes: Mary Bella Prague (1829-1923) married Henry 
Theodore Sherman. They had 2 children, Rosina (1855-1885) and James Sherman. 
Rosina Sherman married James William West (1884-1943) and had William (Willie) 
and Rosina West (1888-1970 - the subject of this interview). Henry Theodore Sherman 
died in Nicaragua, and Mary Bella Prague Sherman married A. G. Brice (1830-1912). 
Rosina Sherman died when her daughter was 6, and her two children, Rosina and 
William West went to live with their grandmother, Mary Bella Prague Brice (in this 
interview, referred to as “Grandmother”) and A. G. Brice, who was their step 
grandfather. 
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Image #1 
Yellow Fever – Obituary, The Historic New Orleans Collection, 
1974.25.11.160
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Handout #2 
Educational Points Concerning Yellow Fever by Edmond Souchon, The Historic New 
Orleans Collection, 69-185-LP.8 
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Educational Points Concerning Yellow Fever Worksheet 

 
1. What key information is the author trying to convey in his 28 points? 

 

 

 

2. What feeling or emotion do you believe the author is conveying as he writes this 
information? 

 

 

 

3. What does the author say causes yellow fever? In the past, what was believed to cause 
the fever? 

 

 

 

4. Think of something you learned or were told that was later proven to be incorrect. Give 
a brief description. 

 

 

 

5. What are some of the methods used today to make determinations about the causes of 
diseases? 

 

 

 

6. How do these differ from the past? When did this change?   
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Image #2 
First Aid Advice, Rules to be observed in Yellow Fever, The Historic New Orleans 
Collection, 1974.25.11.158 
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First Aid Advice Worksheet 
 

1. Give examples of first aid advice in this article that might be harmful and explain what 
harm it might cause. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. Give examples of first aid advice in this article that might be helpful and explain why it 
might help. 

 

 

 

 

 

3. Might this still be done today? Why or why not? 

 

 

 

 

4. What clues let you know that this is not current first aid advice? List at least 3 and 
explain.  

 

 

 

5. What year do you think this advice was given? Why do you think this? 
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Yellow Fever Images Worksheet 
1. Analyze the image. What do you notice about the people (person), clothing, actions, 
expressions, or any other details (use objective data)?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2. What do you think those details are supposed to make the reader feel or think 
(subjective data)? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3. If you have the medal image, what can you say about it? Why might it have been 
given? Who would be eligible to receive it? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4. How would you describe yellow fever based on the image(s) you analyzed? 
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