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Experience Italy's legendary dolce vita in a style only The Historic New Orleans 
Collection can deliver by joining our cultural tour to Rome, Naples, and the Amalfi 
Coast. We will travel in late April, when Italy is dressed in its springtime best! Our 
itinerary will include visits to remarkable ancient sites, grand museums, renowned 
academies, and unforgettable private homes where we will be welcomed as special 
guests. Whether you’ve never been to Italy or you’ve been there a dozen times, this 
custom-curated tour will provide memories to last a lifetime.  

 



TOUR HIGHLIGHTS 

• Specially arranged visits to prestigious foreign academies in Rome, including lunch at the 
American Academy 

• Private evening opening of the Vatican Museums, offering the chance to visit the Sistine 
Chapel and Raphael Rooms all by ourselves (pending final approval) 

• Memorable meals throughout, including lunch with a prominent Roman aristocratic 
family in their stunning center-city palace home and luncheon on a private farm estate 
above the Amalfi Coast 

• A cruise along the stunning Amalfi Coast on a privately chartered boat 
• An opportunity to stroll through some of the world’s most beautiful historic gardens at 

their lush springtime best 
• Educational guided tours of major landmarks like the Bourbon palaces in Caserta and 

Naples, the treasure-filled Archaeological Museum in Naples, and the magical ruins of 
Pompeii 

 
 

HOTEL ACCOMMODATIONS 

Rose Garden Palace, Rome—This superior four-star hotel nestled next to the American 
Embassy in an attractive neighborhood near the Villa Borghese offers spacious rooms filled with 
modern comforts, a high level of service, a small underground pool and spa, and a perfect location 
for exploring the Eternal City. We are housed in upgraded Deluxe Rooms. 
 
Grand Hotel La Cocumella, Sorrento—One of Italy’s most beloved historic “grande dame” 
hotels, this five-star palace offers stunning views over the Bay of Naples, a private waterfront, 
gorgeous and extensive gardens, and world-class cuisine. Easily walkable from the core of 
Sorrento, the hotel is considered among the very finest accommodations in the area, and a 
wonderfully restful resort after our stay in Rome. 
 
Hilton Rome Airport—Directly attached to the Rome Fiumicino Airport, this comfortable and 
reliable four-star hotel provides perfect convenience for our last night before departure. 

 
 
 

DAY-BY-DAY ITINERARY  

DAY 1: Wednesday, April 19, 2023 
ARRIVALS IN ROME 
Rose Garden Palace Hotel, Rome (Dinner) 

• Independent arrival in Rome. 
• Private car transfers from Rome Fiumicino Airport to the Rose Garden Palace Hotel 

upon request  
• After a glass of prosecco or a classic Italian apertivo, sit down for an elegant, delicious 

dinner in our hotel’s delightful rose garden or winter pavilion.   

 
  



DAY 2: Thursday, April 20, 2023 
ROME 
Rose Garden Palace Hotel, Rome (Breakfast, Lunch) 

• Buffet breakfast. 
• Board private vans to shuttle through Rome’s gorgeous historic center into the 

Trastevere district. Here we will visit the Spanish Academy in Rome, especially to see 
Bramante’s iconic Tempietto (1502), commissioned by the Catholic monarchs Ferdinand 
and Isabella and perhaps the ultimate distillation of the High Renaissance style. While in 
the neighborhood, we’ll also visit the Spanish church of San Pietro in Montorio (1481) 
and the serene Acqua Paola fountain by Carlo Fontana (1612).  

• Not far away is the tranquil campus of the renowned American Academy in Rome, 
with its main building (1914) designed by the great New York architecture firm of 
McKim, Mead, and White. We’ll be greeted by the director, tour the gardens and the 
lovely interior spaces, and gain special access to the rare books room of the library. We’ll 
end our visit with a simple but delicious courtyard lunch alongside the current fellows 
and their families. 

• After our lunch, follow our expert guide on a leisurely but educational walking tour 
through the quirky and charming historic neighborhood of Trastevere, peeking in 
churches and courtyards and making an obligatory gelato break. 

• In the late afternoon, one of the Renaissance’s greatest surviving jewel boxes is opened 
exclusively for our group. The Villa Farnesina (1509) was the dream of the wealthiest 
papal banker of the Renaissance, and its loggias and courtyards are covered with 
splendid frescoes by Giulio Romano, Sodoma, and even Raphael, whose gorgeous Galatea 
decorates the riverfront wing. 

• Return to the hotel for a relaxing independent evening. 

DAY 3: Friday, April 21, 2023 
ROME & THE VATICAN 
Rose Garden Palace Hotel, Rome (Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner) 

• Buffet breakfast. 
• Enjoy a later start this morning, then attend a private opening of an important art 

restoration laboratory that is not open to the public, providing a firsthand look at the 
process of cleaning and restoring antique paintings—an area of expertise for which 
Italians are world renowned.   

• Relax during a lunch of traditional Roman cuisine at a historic trattoria. 
• This afternoon, we head to the Vatican City—and, after an introductory walk through 

St. Peter’s Square, we will enjoy a guided tour of the extensive Vatican Gardens, rarely 
explored by visitors but of great historical importance.  

• Once the site has closed to the public for the evening, we will be granted privileged 
access to the Vatican Museums, with the opportunity to spend two hours inside this 
amazing treasure trove without any other visitors. The glories of the Map Galleries, the 
Raphael Rooms, and the Sistine Chapel will be reserved exclusively for our small group.* 

• After our memorable private tour of the museums, we can celebrate our visit with a 
delightful standing dinner on the beautiful marble-paved museum terrace with a view 
over the Vatican Gardens to St. Peter’s dome. 

• Return to the hotel in the late evening after a day full of unforgettable experiences! 

(*) The Vatican Museums private opening cannot be confirmed until approximately 3–4 months prior to the tour, 
and it is possible that our visit may occur on a different date. 



 
DAY 4: Saturday, April 22, 2023 
INSIDERS’ ROME 
Rose Garden Palace Hotel, Rome (Breakfast, Lunch) 

• Buffet breakfast. 
• Our expert guide will introduce us to the lesser-known stories behind some of Rome’s 

most famous landmarks on a walking tour of the Campo Marzio this morning, with 
highlights including the Pantheon, Sant’Ivo alla Sapienza, the Piazza Navona, Santa 
Maria della Pace, and the amazing Caravaggio paintings in Sant’Agostino and San Luigi 
dei Francesi.   

• We are then invited inside one of old Rome’s most important noble residences, a 16th-
century palace still very much in use as a family home. Our host—a prominent Roman 
marchese—will tour us through the remarkable historic salons and smaller rooms of his 
family home, presenting priceless treasures and many paintings by important Old 
Masters. To complete the visit, he will sit down with us for an elegant luncheon in the 
palace’s grand dining room—a one-of-a-kind look at modern Roman aristocratic life! 

• After returning to our hotel in the early afternoon, the rest of the day is yours to explore 
Rome at your own pace, with plenty of helpful advice from your tour director. 

• Performance schedules permitting, we will offer an optional (extra-cost) excursion to 
either the Rome Opera or one of the city’s great music halls (perhaps Renzo Piano’s 
Parco della Musica) for an evening opera or concert.   

DAY 5: Sunday, April 23, 2023 
ROME, CAPUA, CASERTA, AND SORRENTO 
Grand Hotel La Cocumella, Sorrento (Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner) 

• Buffet breakfast. 
• Porterage and check out of the Rose Garden Palace Hotel.  
• On our way out of Rome, stop at the fascinating Park of the Aqueducts in the city’s 

periphery, where two surviving parallel aqueducts (one ancient, one Renaissance) 
provide an up-close and picturesque look at how the Eternal City supplied itself with 
excellent drinking water. 

• After about two hours of driving, we come to the location of the ancient Greek town of 
Capua, but our main reason for visiting is the site’s remarkable, off-the-beaten-track 
Roman amphitheater, the second-largest ever built after the Roman Colosseum. Marvel 
at the engineering without the hordes of tourists! 

• Stop nearby for lunch at a charming osteria, with a menu featuring fresh mozzarella di 
bufala now that we are in the region of Campania! 

• Just up the road is the enormous Royal Palace of Caserta, the masterpiece of Bourbon 
architecture in Italy, with some unique ties to New Orleans. Known as the Italian 
Versailles, the palace is famous for its spectacular royal staircase, its ornate painted 
decorations, and its mammoth park complete with a series of decorative fountains. It’s 
truly a masterpiece of 18th-century design, and yet it is largely unknown to Americans. 

• A bit more driving takes us along the coast of the Bay of Naples and eventually to the 
idyllic resort town of Sorrento, our home for the next four nights. 

• Check into our rooms at the five-star Grand Hotel La Cocumella, famous for its 
spectacular terrace with seemingly endless views over the Bay of Naples. After some time 
to settle in, join fellow travelers for a relaxed dinner at our hotel’s lovely restaurant. 
 



DAY 6: Monday, April 24, 2023 
THE AMALFI COAST 
Grand Hotel La Cocumella, Sorrento (Breakfast, Lunch) 

• Buffet breakfast. 
• Today is a leisurely paced day meant to soak in the pleasures and incredible natural 

beauty of this enchanted corner of Italy. 
• A morning drive will take us across the peninsula to the Amalfi Coast, with our first stop 

in the tumbling seaside village of Positano. Enjoy a walk with our guide or simply take 
some free time to shop, stroll, and take photos on your own.  

• Around midday, we stop at a charming private lemon grove and farm for a cheerful 
picnic lunch in a fragrant, bucolic setting. Learn the secrets to making a great limoncello 
while tasting a variety of fresh local foods prepared this morning by our hosts. 

• Before returning to our luxury hotel, stop in the stunning village of Ravello, perched high 
above the sea. We will visit the Villa Cimbrone gardens and enjoy their iconic views 
while sipping a Campari and soda. Many a visitor has proclaimed it the world’s most 
beautiful view, and it’s hard to argue! 

• Return to our hotel in the late afternoon with dinner and the evening on your own, the 
perfect opportunity to explore Sorrento. 

DAY 7: Tuesday, April 25, 2022  
NAPLES 
Grand Hotel La Cocumella, Sorrento (Breakfast, Lunch) 

• Buffet breakfast. 
• A one-hour drive along the Bay of Naples under the looming Mount Vesuvius takes us to 

the heart of the old city of Naples itself. 
• We will start at the core of the old port city, viewing the pretty 19th-century Galleria 

Umberto and the famous San Carlo Opera House. Our main focus will be the historic 
Bourbon Royal Palace, with its centuries of history and countless beautiful interiors. 
From 1735, this was the main city residence for the Bourbon rulers, who reigned well into 
the 19th century. 

• Later in the morning, stop to visit a lovely historic private palace from the 1700s, a 
perfect look at Neapolitan fashions and style during the era of Bourbon rule. 

• Stop for a true Neapolitan experience—lunch at an authentic local pizzeria! Naples is 
the undisputed home city of pizza, and all Italians—proud as they always are of their 
own hometowns—will admit that the best real pizza is still in Naples! Enjoy tastes of 
different traditional pizzas, along with fresh salads. 

• While in the core of the city, stop to see a greatly underappreciated painting by 
Caravaggio—a huge canvases depicting the Seven Works of Mercy in the Pio Monte 
della Misericordia. 

• Our final visit is perhaps the most spectacular one—the grandiose National 
Archaeological Museum that was originally formed by the Bourbon kings of Naples. 
We will focus our tour on a limited number of masterpieces, including jaw-dropping 
frescoes, mosaics, and sculptures found at Pompeii and Herculaneum.   

• Return to Sorrento by the early evening and enjoy a quiet evening on your own. 

  



DAY 8: Wednesday, April 26, 2023 
POMPEII & A PRIVATE CRUISE 
Grand Hotel La Cocumella, Sorrento (Breakfast, Lunch) 

• Buffet breakfast. 
• Morning drive to the iconic ruins of Pompeii, where an expert guide will help interpret 

the huge site's many buildings and monuments, while also uncovering some of the 
ancient city’s secrets.  

• Stop for a delicious lunch of fresh regional Campanian cooking at a restaurant in the hills 
just outside Pompeii. 

• This afternoon, get a privileged viewpoint on the natural beauty of the Amalfi Coast as 
we board a lovely private boat for a gentle cruise past some of the coast’s most 
enchanting towns. Sip prosecco and soak in the beautiful scenery as we gently float 
along the azure waters of the Mediterranean. 

• Return to Sorrento for an independent evening. 
 
DAY 9: Thursday, April 27, 2023 
MAGICAL GARDENS OF NINFA 
Hilton Rome Airport (Breakfast, Lunch, Drinks) 

• Buffet breakfast. 
• Late morning check-out from the Grand Hotel La Cocumella, and then a short drive to a 

beautiful restaurant with a view of Mount Vesuvius and the Bay of Naples for a breezy, 
delicious farewell luncheon. 

• Continue to the fairytale-like Garden of Ninfa, an eclectic and stunning beautiful 
private garden created by two generations of a local noble family amidst the ruins of an 
old medieval town. There is nothing like this site in Italy, or perhaps anywhere! 

• Arrive at the convenient and comfortable Hilton Rome Airport, attached to the main 
Fiumicino terminal. 

• Join fellow travelers for a final farewell drink together before checking into our rooms in 
preparation for tomorrow’s return flights home. 

DAY 10: Friday, April 28, 2022 
DEPARTURES 
(Breakfast) 

• Our hotel is attached to the Fiumicino Airport terminal, so check-in for departing flights 
can happen easily and at any time. 

  



TOUR INFORMATION 

 
Hotels 

• Rome: Rose Garden Palace 
• Sorrento: Grand Hotel La Cocumella 
• Rome Airport: Hilton Rome Airport 

Price per person, double occupancy: $8,650 (includes a $500 tax-deductible donation to 
THNOC); single supplement: $1,800. 

Included: 9 nights in hotel; all breakfasts, 2 receptions, 8 lunches, and 3 dinners with wine/beer 
included with all lunches and dinners; all travel outlined in the tour schedule, including travel by 
chartered vans in Rome; entrance fees and special private entries as outlined in the itinerary; 
professional tour escorts; and gratuities for guides, drivers, wait staff, and boat crew. 

Not included: airfare, airport porterage, transfer to hotel from Rome airport, taxis, meals not 
included in the itinerary, extra beverages, specialty wine and liquors, laundry, phone calls, 
personal costs not specified in the tour package, travel insurance, other items not specifically 
included in the itinerary. 

Optional services 
Extra nights at the Rose Garden Palace (Rome)—If you would like to arrive up to 2 nights 
prior to the start of the tour (April 19), a special group rate of $365 (deluxe double) and $350 
(deluxe single) will be available to participants until January 31, 2023, pending availability. 
Private car transfer—Private car transfers from the Rome Airport (FCO) to the Rose Garden 
Palace Hotel are available for $160 (1–4 passengers).  
 
Deposits and refunds: A $1,500 deposit is due with the completed registration form. Final 
payment is due by January 11, 2023. Payment for optional services (single supplement, extra 
nights, private car transfers) is due by January 11, 2023. 
Reservations can be made by calling (504) 523-4662 (Monday–Saturday, 9 a.m.–4:45 p.m.). 
Payments can be made by credit card or by check, payable to The Historic New Orleans 
Collection. All payments by check will be discounted by 3%. 
 
Cancellation policy 

• Cancellations made on or before September 30, 2022, will forfeit $1,000 of the $1,500 
deposit. 

• Cancellations made between October 1, 2022, and January 11, 2023, will forfeit $4,350 
(50% of tour price). 

• Cancellations made on or after January 12, 2023, will forfeit 100% of full amount. 
 
All cancellations must be made in writing and addressed to Spain Study Tour, The Historic 
New Orleans Collection, 410 Chartres St., New Orleans, LA, 70130, or faxed to (504) 598-7168. 
Travel insurance is strongly recommended. 
 
Passports are required for travel to Italy. Passports must be valid for at least 6 months after the 
intended date of departure. They must also have been issued within the past 10 years. Please be 
aware that airlines may have additional restrictions on passports near their expiration dates. 
Please consult your airline.  



 
Currently, there are no special limitations or restrictions on entry into Italy related to the 
COVID pandemic, but you will be informed if there are any changes in this regard. 
 
Flights: Airfare is not included in the tour price.  Participants are responsible for their own air 
arrangements.  Please do not purchase airline tickets until the operation of the tour is confirmed 
by THNOC. 
 
Travel insurance: Travel Insurance is not included in the tour cost, but participants are strongly 
encouraged to purchase a travel protection plan in conjunction with this tour, including coverage 
of trip cancellation, trip interruption, emergency evacuation/repatriation, medical expenses, lost 
or damaged baggage, and other expenses and/or losses incurred due to unexpected situations, as 
well as Cancel for Any Reason coverage. Should a participant cancel at any time after registering 
for the tour, ISDI must strictly abide by the cancellation policy outlined herein. Travel insurance 
information will be sent upon tour registration. 
 
Liability clause 
The Historic New Orleans Collection (THNOC) and International Seminar Design Inc. (ISDI), 
their officers, directors, and staff do not own or operate any entity which is to or does provide 
goods or services for this tour, including, for example, lodging facilities, airline, vessel, bus, taxi, 
or other transportation companies, local ground, visa processing services, providers, or 
organizers of optional excursions, food service or entertainment providers, etc. All such persons 
and entities are independent contractors. As a result, THNOC and ISDI are not responsible for 
any injury, loss, or damage to person or property, death, delay, or inconvenience in connection 
with the provision of any goods or services occasioned by or resulting from, but not limited to, 
acts of God, force majeure, acts of war or civil unrest, insurrection or revolt, strikes or other labor 
activities, criminal, terrorist, or threatened terrorist activities of any kind, overbooking or 
downgrading of accommodations, structural or defective conditions in lodging facilities (or in 
any heating, plumbing, electrical, or structural problems therein), mechanical or other failure of 
airplanes or other means of transportation or for any failure of any transportation mechanism to 
arrive or depart timely, dangers associated with animals, sanitary problems, food poisoning, 
epidemics, or the threat of disease thereof, disease, lack of access to or quality of medical care, 
difficulty in evacuation in case of a medical or other emergency, or for any other cause beyond the 
direct control of THNOC and ISDI. Participants assume all risk. ISDI reserves the right to decline 
to accept any traveler on the tour if that person’s presence is likely to be detrimental to the 
enjoyment of the tour by others or for failure to abide by THNOC’s regulations and/or the 
directions of the Tour Director. Travelers who have been removed from the tour waive the right 
to a refund for any part of the fee. ISDI may send the traveler home at the traveler’s expense. The 
payment of your deposit shall constitute agreement to the above. Prices are based on a minimum 
of 20 paying participants and on the exchange rate of August 3, 2022. 
 
Terms and conditions 
ISDI requires that all tour participants be fully vaccinated against COVID-19 to participate 
in the tour, including a booster shot. Upon receipt of registration, ISDI will send registrant a 
Participant Tour Agreement detailing the full terms and conditions for this tour. This document 
must be signed and returned to ISDI before participant’s registration is considered complete and 
any arrangements can be confirmed.   
 
 


