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S (avery in Ear@ American New Orleans

Directions: Examine the various posters below, selected from a few of the 1804-1821 issues of
the Telegraph et le Commercial Advertiser, the Louisiana Advertiser, and the Courrier de la Louisiane.
Read the paragraph on the next page and answer the questions.
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S fcwery In Ear[y American New Orleans

Directions: Read the paragraphs below and answer the questions.

From the time of the Louisiana Purchase until the Civil War, much of Louisiana’s
economy was built on the labor of enslaved Africans and people of African descent. Masters used
the powerful threat of being sold away from one’s family, friends, and community to control
their slaves. In particular, enslaved people from many southern states dreaded being transported to
the New Orleans market. Slavery in Louisiana was particularly brutal: the sugar and cotton
plantations were “killing fields” for slaves, where they would often be worked to death within a few
years.

The slave market underpinned most of the commerce in Louisiana. Slaves were a store
of value: owners could sell someone at any time if they needed quick cash. They also used their
human property as collateral in many financial transactions. For example, when gambling, paying
debts, or taking out loans, a master could offer a slave instead of cash. Although slave owners were
well aware of the pain they were causing their enslaved workers, they explained the necessity for
the sales by citing finances or by blaming the slave for misbehaving. Owners wanted to
preserve an image of themselves as benevolent masters, shielding themselves from the brutal
realities of the system they profited from.

The advertisements shown here were selected from issues of widely read newspapers. Such
ads appeared regularly in the papers of the time and must have seemed routine to most readers.
They now provide us with a window on the oppressive system perpetuated by slave traders and owners.

This information was drawn from Sou/ by Soul: Life Inside the Antebellum Slave Market by Walter Johnson (Cambridge,
MA: Harvard University Press, 1999).

uestions:
?.Examine the differences between the ads. In what situations were slaves sold?
2. What do you notice about the ads seeking runaways? What factors may have led to someone’s
decision to run away from an owner?
3. How do these ads hide the realities of slavery? What do they omit?
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Glossary of terms used in the advertisements

Runaway Slave (Talinge)

perogne: pirogue, a flat-bottomed boat similar to a canoe, used in the shallow swamps and
bayous of Louisiana

Malabar Coast: southwest coast of India

the Racourcy: probably a reference to an ox-bow lake next to the Mississippi, northwest of Baton
Rouge that is now called the Old Raccourci River. In French, raccourci means
“shortcut,” and according to Wikipedia, “the lake was once the main channel of the
Mississippi River.”

Griffie: misspelling of griffe, the term used to describe someone of mixed African and Native
American heritage

25 supposed to: is believed to. (When we use this phrase now, we usually mean “is required to,”
as in He is supposed to wash the dishes tonight.)

A Smart Negro

terms: the terms of sale, such as price, additional fees, and credit or financing arrangements

inst: short for “instant,” meaning “of this month.” Because this ad is dated August 26, “31st inst”
would be August 31.

an endorsed note at 60 days: probably a signed promissory note, due after 60 days

For sale—42 acclimated Negroes

acclimated: accustomed to the climate and conditions in Louisiana. By the early 1800s, the
tobacco fields of Virginia and the Carolinas were no longer fertile, and the sugar and
cotton plantations of the Deep South states were rapidly expanding, so thousands of
enslaved people were forcibly taken from their homes and families in the Upper South
and sold in New Otleans. Many people died because of the hardships and mistreatment
they suffered during the journey.

Public Sale

the subscribers: the people who paid for this advertisement

good security to the satisfaction of the seller: enough collateral to satisfy the seller that the buyer
will be able to pay

carters: people who can drive horse-drawn carts

By Dutillet & Sagory
Syndic: agent or representative
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