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At a Glance: The Historic New Orleans Collection 

The Historic New Orleans Collection is a free museum, research center, and 
publisher dedicated to the stewardship of the history and culture of New Orleans 
and the Gulf South, located in the Vieux Carré, America’s most unique neighborhood.
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Campus, Buildings, and Exhibitions
520 Royal Street
The Historic New Orleans Collection’s main entrance is gateway to a meticulous restoration 
of the historic Seignouret-Brulatour Building and courtyard, as well as the new Tricentennial 
Wing. The complex houses THNOC’s Welcome Center, the French Quarter Galleries, Café Cour, 
The Shop at The Collection, and changing-exhibition galleries.

533 Royal Street
The Merieult House serves as the entrance to a network of buildings and courtyards that make 
up THNOC’s original site. The complex includes the Louisiana History Galleries, Counting 
House, Williams Residence, and beautiful courtyards. (533 Royal is closed for restoration.)

General L. Kemper Williams and Leila Hardie Moore Williams
The Historic New Orleans Collection was founded in 1966 by General L. Kemper Williams 
and his wife Leila Hardie Moore Williams—two private collectors of Louisiana materials who 
wished to keep their collection intact and available to the public for research and exhibition.

The Williams Residence
The Williams Residence showcases the elegant French Quarter home of the institution’s 
founders. Established as a house museum in 1973, the Williams Residence is the only French 
Quarter house open to the public with its original furnishings. (The Residence is closed for 
restoration.) 

American Democracy: A Great Leap of Faith
Produced by the Smithsonian Institution Traveling Exhibition Service, American Democracy 
examines the continuing evolution of America’s experiment in a government “of, by, and for 
the people.” On view June 17 to October 8, 2023.   

“Yet She Is Advancing”: New Orleans Women and the Right to Vote, 1878–1970  
A companion exhibition to American Democracy, “Yet She Is Advancing” tells a decades-long 
story through objects, images, documents, and interactive displays—and through the words of 
the New Orleans women who for nearly 100 years persisted in their struggle to obtain the right 
to vote. On view through November 5, 2023.  

French Quarter Galleries
The Vieux Carré story is presented thematically, with galleries exploring the arts, music, 
immigration, transportation, communications, the slave trade, commerce, and more. Original 
artifacts and video and audio content from THNOC’s holdings offer a comprehensive 
introduction to the neighborhood.

NOLA Resistance: The Trail They Blazed
A traveling exhibition drawn from the NOLA Resistance Oral History Project, The Trail They 
Blazed tells the stories of the pioneers who fought for civil rights in New Orleans. Produced  
by THNOC in collaboration with a community advisory committee, the exhibition debuts in  
Fall 2023.  
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Tours, Research, Programming, and More
French Quarter Tours app  
This free smartphone app offers a selection of themed walking tours through the streets 
surrounding our campus, exploring sites important to the histories of the slave trade, free 
people of color, literature, music, and more. 

The Williams Research Center   
Located at 410 Chartres Street and available to the public at no charge, the WRC contains more 
than 30,000 library items, more than two miles of documents and manuscripts, a microfilm 
collection, and more than 500,000 photographs, prints, drawings, and paintings, as well as 
beautiful and unusual three-dimensional objects.

Books and publications   
For more than forty years, THNOC has been publishing award-winning nonfiction books about 
the city and the Gulf South as part of its mission to promote the study and preservation of our 
region’s history and culture. The Quarterly journal has brought historical essays, stories about 
recent acquisitions, and campus news to THNOC’s members since 1983.

hnoc.org  
THNOC’s website houses educational material for learners of all ages, including research 
databases, lesson plans, a calendar of events (both virtual and in-person), and our First Draft 
blog, which gives readers inside access to our vast institutional holdings and staff expertise.  

Programs 
The Collection offers a wide array of on-site and online programming designed to appeal to 
members of our community as well as visitors. Whether for field trips or film screenings, for 
conferences or concerts, people of all ages and interests flock to our courtyards, halls, and 
virtual gathering spaces for special events. 

Education
THNOC’s educational outreach program brings history to life for thousands of students in 
grades K–12 throughout the region. The program offers direct presentations in the classroom, 
community programs, field trips to The Collection’s exhibitions, and professional training 
workshops for teachers.

Café Cour   
The Collection’s museum café features a commitment to local ingredients, showcases the 
region’s multicultural influences, and offers gluten-free, vegetarian, pescatarian, and vegan 
options.

The Shop at The Collection   
THNOC’s museum store offers a range of New Orleans and Louisiana themed gifts, crafts 
from local artists, and many items based on THNOC’s holdings. Shop in-store and online: 
shophnoc.com.
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